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Invention Log
The Story of Your Invention
Inventors use logs to tell the story of their invention—how did you start? What ideas did you have along the way? What did you try that didn’t work? Real inventors use their logs as part of the process to get a patent, a license issued by the government that protects your invention.


Inventor Name: _______________________________________________________________________

The Invention Process

Defining the Problem
1. What problem are you trying to solve?  Describe the problem in detail.











2. What is the result you are trying to achieve?  












Designing Solutions
3. What are some possible solutions to this problem?  Write or draw them here.  
























4. Have these solutions ever been tried before? How do you know? Look to see if any of your solutions have been invented before.







a. If similar solutions exist, how is your approach to it better?
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Use this chart to help you figure out which of your solutions is the best to try.

	
	Solution #1
	Solution #2
	Solution #3

	Is this idea really new?
	
	
	

	Is this idea interesting?
	
	
	

	Is this idea practical?
	
	
	

	Is this idea safe?
	
	
	

	Is this idea as simple as it can be?
	
	
	

	Can I make a model with materials that are available?
	
	
	

	Will people really use my invention?
	
	
	

	Will people who need my invention be able to afford to buy it?
	
	
	















5. Which solution will you try to create?  How did you decide on that solution?  How did you come up with that solution?




















Creating and Improving the Design
6. Make a drawing of the invention you are thinking about building.
a. What materials will you use?


















7. What problems might you encounter with this design?








b. How will you fix those problems?	





8. Repeat steps 6 and 7 until you have a design that you think will work








9. Make your prototype!


Analyzing and Interpreting Data
10. Test your invention.  Try it yourself and have others try to use it.
c. How does it work? What works well?






d. What problems does the invention have?  How could you fix them to make your invention work better?






11. Take steps to improve your invention.  What did you do?











Repeat steps 10 and 11 until the invention works as planned.


Presenting Your Invention 
12. What is your invention’s name?  How does the name help describe your invention? Will people remember the name?





13. What will you say about your invention?  How will you tell people about it?




























Statement of Originality:
I promise that all the ideas in this log are my own.  

Inventor Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________

Library Branch: ________________________________________________________________________
